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Constellation Leo - Visible April 20 to May 28 
 
To find Leo, look to the North for the Big 
Dipper, which has a curved handle and four 
stars that make up the bowl. Look for the two 
stars that delineate the far corners of the bowl 
and follow these to the South (see navigation 
chart below). This will point you to the head of 
Leo, which is made up of stars that form an arc 
or backward question mark. The “dot” of the 
question mark is Regulus. Regulus and the 
second brightest star in the backward question 
mark form a trapezoid with two other stars of 
similar brightness to the East. The lower and 
brighter of these two other stars is Denebola, 
which means “tail of the lion”. Regulus and 
Denebola are two important stars you can use as reference for locating other stars in the constellation 
and for estimating the applicable skyglow visibility category. 
 

Skyglow Category of Visibility for Constellation Leo (Magnitude 0 - 7) 
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Constellation Hercules - Visible June 17 to August 24 (Best in July and August) 
 
Hercules can be seen by looking North, 
towards the Big Dipper, then slightly South 
and then East. Looking at the navigational 
star chart below, you’ll note that Hercules is in 
between two bright stars, Arcturus to the 
Southwest and Vega to the Northeast. The 
head of Hercules will be to the South and his 
kneeling legs will be pointing Northward. 
Hercules can be difficult to locate because of 
its dim stars, so use Arcturus and Vega as 
references for locating other stars in the 
constellation and for estimating the applicable 
skyglow visibility category. 
 
 
 
 
 

Skyglow Category of Visibility for Constellation Hercules (Magnitude 0 - 7) 
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Close up of navigational sky chart showing the constellations of Leo and Hercules and those surrounding. 
 

 
 

Cloud Cover Scale 
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