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Activity Timing Duration Notes 

Arrival / Pre-
Breeding

1
 

Mid April. Greatest 
concentration in mid 
May. 

As soon as adults arrive. Adults arrive and begin establishing territories. Pair formation 
occurs on breeding grounds, upon arrival, or shortly after. 
Adults may arrive at different times throughout the breeding 
season. Pairs are monogamous. Record the date you see 
swallows arrive at nest sites. 

Nest Building Late April to mid 
August. 

Typically 6 to 10 days 
(range from 6 to 26 days). 
Can be dependent on 
weather (i.e., cold and 
wet periods can prolong 
nest building). Four 
stages: building a base (1 
to 4 days); construction of 
mud shell (3 to 14 days); 
addition of grass lining (1 
to 5 days); addition of 
feather lining (1 to 3 
days). 

Both sexes build nest, with females more involved. Birds land 
and collect mouthfuls of wet mud, often mixed with grasses. 
Begin construction by making a narrow mud shelf, large 
enough for bird to sit on, and then they build up the sides. If the 
nest is attached to a vertical wall, the nest will have a 
semicircular half-cup shape. If it’s built with support 
underneath, it can be a full circular cup. Nests are lined with 
grass, animal hair, and feathers (usually white). Old nests are 
'renovated' with new mud added to the rim and new lining 
added to the inside each year. Birds might add new mud and 
feathers between broods within a breeding season. Record the 
date you see swallows start nest building and the location 
where nest building material is collected. 

Egg Laying Late April to late 
August (i.e., April 30

th
 

to August 29
th
) with 

52% recorded between 
June 5

th
 and July 11

th
. 

Dependent on number of 
eggs (range from 1 to 10 
days, typically 3 to 5). 

Range from 1 to 10 eggs, with 84% having 3 to 5 eggs. Can lay 
one egg per day, typically in the morning. Pairs often sleep 
together in the nest for much of the breeding season, but will 
begin roosting elsewhere by the time young approach fledging. 
Record the date you see the first egg laid and total clutch size. 

Incubation Early May to mid 
August with 51% 
between June 26

th
 and 

July 30
th
. 

Between 12 and 17 days 
with 58% between 15 and 
16 days. 

Male and female share incubation, with the female incubating 
more during the day and exclusively through the night. Pair 
might start incubation during egg laying or begin immediately 
after the last egg is laid. Look for adult sitting low in the nest; 
they might be tucked down so low that they are difficult to see. 

Brood Rearing Mid May to mid 
September. 

Young leave nest around 
20 days old ((range from 
18 to 24 days). 

 Have 1 to 6 young, with 89% having 3 to 5 young. Young are 
altricial (i.e., blind, featherless, and helpless at hatching). 
Adults may keep young warm by brooding them during the first 
week of life. Chick activity: can vocalize on day 3; gradually 
open their eyes from days 5 to 8, typically completely open by 
day 11; begin flapping their wings and will beg when a shadow 
appears over them, but will begin to show fear response (i.e., 
retreating from nest rim and hunkering down at alarm call of 
adult) by day 9; begin preening their feathers by days 12 to 15; 
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 Breeding has been recorded from April 25

th
 (calculated) to September 22

nd
 in British Columbia. 
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can be startled and fledge prematurely by day 14. Adults will 
swallow or carry fecal sacs from the nest, until about day 12. 
Nestlings will then back up to nest edge and defecate over the 
rim, resulting in feces accumulating below nest. Foraging 
distance from nest often decreases with live young. Nests 
should not be approached after day 14 to avoid pre-fledging 
young. Older siblings from a previous clutch or unrelated 
juveniles may help Barn Swallow parents feed their young. 
Unmated male Barn Swallows may kill the nestlings of a 
nesting pair, often breaking up the pair and affording him the 
opportunity to mate with the female. 

Fledging
2
 Late May to late 

September. 
Approximately 14 days. Chicks will often perch and be fed by parents for several days 

after they leave the nest. Eventually they will take food from 
their parents in flight for up to a week after fledging. Nest will 
be empty during the day, but parents will lead young back to 
the nest site at night where they will sleep in or near the nest 
for up to several days after fledging. Family groups have 
usually broken up entirely 14 days after fledging. Male and 
female contribute to rearing young, female more so. Breeding 
success and fledging survival is especially reduced by 
prolonged bad weather (e.g., cold and wet periods) that impact 
food supply and body condition, parasite infestations, and 
predation. 

Migration Early August with peak 
in late August and early 
September. Most birds 
have left British 
Columbia by the end of 
September. 

NA Adults and juveniles disperse to unknown locations, with 
juvenile dispersal range possible greater than adults. Barn 
Swallows known to concentrate and forage at high elevation 
sites (e.g., Mount Seymour) possible due to a greater 
abundance of insects. Barn Swallows move south, stopping at 
roost sites with mixed flocks of 200 to 2000 swallows. Juvenile 
Barn Swallows are known to have significantly lower survival 
than adults prior to their full migration period. Record the date 
you see Barn Swallows completely leave the nest site and 
surrounding habitat. Record the timing, location, composition, 
and abundance of swallow concentrations post fledging and 
breeding. 
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 Approximately 37% of Barn Swallows can raise two broods per season, with the 1

st
 clutch generally larger the 2

nd
. Broods are approximately 51 days apart. 


