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Measure1 Condition Present Ranking - Pros and Cons 
Need for additional or new nesting enhancements (i.e., are Barn 
Swallows lacking available nesting opportunities or are other factors 
limiting their nesting). 

  

Availability of existing or new structure to enhance nesting 
opportunities. 

  

Permission from land manager to enhance existing or new nesting 
opportunities (e.g., access, platforms, new structure) AND to 
steward  structure and old nests, and maintain access during the 
breeding season, for at least 5 years. 

  

Availability of personal (e.g., staff, volunteers) to construct, monitor, 
and maintain structure and steward Barn Swallow habitat. 

  

Current or historic presence of Barn Swallows in location of nesting 
enhancement. 

  

Threats Assessment (i.e., current or future threats in immediate and 
surrounding area): 

 Human induced disturbances: nest removal during the year or 
prevention (e.g., netting) during the breeding season; 
disturbance to birds during the breeding season (e.g., nest 
structure maintenance activities, abnormal or significant traffic 
(e.g., machinery use), pets, noise and light pollution, vandalism, 
pesticide and herbicide use, habitat disturbance or loss). 

 Social concerns: droppings, safety, annoyance, aesthetics. 

 Natural concerns: stress from precipitation, temperature 
extremes, wind, predation (e.g., cats, natural or artificial 
perching sites for raptors). 

  

In proximity to known or expected high use habitats: 

 Open areas where livestock (e.g., cattle, horses) forage/graze 
or reside (e.g., stables, barns). 

 Intact native plant communities are present (e.g., pasture, 
grasslands, hedgerows). 

 Permanent or semi-permanent standing water (e.g., wetlands, 
ponds, rivers) and mud is present or where it could be supplied, 
preferable <200 m away, particularly during dry weather. 

 Foraging habitat within 300 to 600 m of nest site. 

  

Ability to erect nesting structures before Barn Swallows return to 
breed (i.e., April 1

st
 for Southwestern British Columbia). 

  

                                                           
1
 Effort was made to rank measures according to their importance in selecting suitable sites to enhance nesting opportunities for Barn Swallows. 
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Measure1 Condition Present Ranking - Pros and Cons 
Where necessary, ability to install anti-predator structures (e.g., 
smooth sheet metal, cones). 

  

Ability for Barn Swallows to access nest site (e.g., open flight path, 
structure openings are as large as possible). Snapp (1976) reports 
that the number of nesting pairs in a colony rose in parallel with the 
increase in the size of the structure (i.e., larger and more open) 
and/or the number of entrances. 

  

Presence of horizontal overhang/cover within 6 cm of nesting 
surface. Clearance between a nest and overhang (i.e., ceiling) is 
usually 2.5 to 6 cm (Grzybowski 1979, Lohoefener 1980) 

  

Presence of rough vertical wall (i.e., length and width >10 cm) or 
narrow (i.e., 1 to 2 cm wide) horizontal ledge. In British Columbia 
46% of nests surveyed were attached to rafters or beams of 
buildings, 18% under eaves, 11% on shelves or ledges, 9% on 
walls, and 5% over light fixtures (Campbell et al. (1997), n = 2,537). 

  

Distance between nesting enhancements should be 1 to 5 m. 
Grzybowski (1979) found the distance between active nests was 1 
to 8 m, with 60% less than 3 m. Snapp (1976) reports nests seldom 
being less than 3 m apart and nests may be closer if on different 
beams and with different approaches. 

  

Ability to construct nest structure from rough cut/weathered and 
untreated (e.g., painted, creosote, stained, oil or water pressure 
treated). 

  

Ability to create structures higher than 3 m above the ground to 
minimize disturbance by people and large mammals. Campbell et 
al. (1997) found nests can range in height from 0.3 to 30 m, with 
57% between 2.4 and 3.5 m (n= 2,563). 

  

Ability to avoid approaching and disturbing nesting Barn Swallows 
during the breeding season (i.e., conduct monitoring from a 
distance or post-breeding). 

  

Ability to undertake research.   
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